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August 17, 2021 
 
Taryn Kay 
Superintendent 
Grand County School District 
 
Bradon Bradford 
Director/Health Officer 
Southeast Utah Health Department 
 
Jennifer Sadoff 
CEO  
Moab Regional Hospital 
 
Re: Letter of Support for mandatory face coverings at Helen M. Knight Elementary School 
 
Dear Ms. Kay, Mr. Bradford, & Ms. Sadoff, 
 
The Grand County Commission would like to recognize the staff and administration of Moab 
Regional Hospital for its unflinching and diligent response throughout the pandemic.  We would 
like to also recognize the Southeast Utah Health Department for its careful, thoughtful, and 
evidence-based response and expertise in guiding the community through the pandemic.  Lastly, 
we would like to show our great pride in the students, families, teachers and administrators of the 
Grand County School District for overcoming immense challenges in completing the 2020-21 
school year and preparing for another complete year during a very turbulent period in our 
history. 
 
In the face of the current surge of COVID-19 cases and the highly contagious Delta variant, the 
Grand County Commission offers its support to the Southeast Utah Health Department in issuing 
a 30-day mask order for K-6 students in Grand County.   This is not an ideal course of action, 
and one not taken lightly given the challenges associated with masking for our children, families, 
teachers and school administrators.  As always, we as a Commission respect and respond to the 
concerns and recommendations given by health professionals and school administration in 
keeping the community safe and our children in a position to thrive.  
 
The availability of ICU beds in our region continues to dwindle or remains non-existent, and the 
community is currently in a crisis with regards to its ability to respond to any further surges in 
COVID-19 transmission.  Surges left unchecked by reasonable and proven methods for reducing 
transmission have a disturbing domino effect on our health care system and overall public health.  
A hospital battling to treat severe COVID-19 cases becomes less able to treat and respond to the 
everyday common care needs that arise in the community.  The health department becomes left 
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with little time or energy for proactive public health efforts and the provision of resources to 
community members who most need it.   
 
At this time, it is the duty of the Grand County Commission to support this effort in protecting 
the health, safely, and wellbeing of its population.  We urge the citizens of Grand County to 
continue to be vigilant, exercise basic prevention measures, receive vaccinations if possible, and 
take a cautious approach so that we as a community feel comfortable allowing this order to 
expire and we as a community can achieve the universally shared goal of overcoming this 
pandemic and avoiding further disruptions to everyday life. 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Mary McGann 
Grand County Commission Chair 


